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the capital of the greatest and most enduring empire history has known" 
(p.xviii). 

Peter Keegan 
Macquarie University 

Roberta Tomber, Indo-Roman Trade, Duckworth, London, 2008; pp. 
216. ISBN 978-0-7156-3696-1; £12.99. 

This book is a welcome addition to the growing cotpus of scholarship on 
Rome's interaction with ancient India, especially on the topic of trade, 

and forms part of the Duckworth Debates in Archaeology series. Tomber sets 
out to provide an updated account of Indo-Roman trade using archaeological 
discoveries and developments in modern scholarship over the past 60 years. 
In doing so she provides an accessible summary of the more complex account 
of htdo-Roman trade which has been building in scholarship during that 
period. More specifically, Tomber spells out the aim of her book on page 17 
as a re-evaluation of Indo-Roman trade by asking questions such as "What 
goods were exchanged and what others travelled alongside?"; "Who 
controlled the trade?"; "Where did the traders live?"; "What routes were 
followed and bow do artefacts inform these routes?" While Tomber's 
primary method is the use of pottery, especially amphorae, she also uses a 
range of other sources such as coins and texts, especially the Periplus Maris 
Erythraei (hereafter PME) which was written sometime in the Julio-Claudian 
period. Pottery is clearly the author's specialty and this allows expert insights 
into the complexity of pottery as a source for understanding some of the 
complexities of Indo-Roman Trade. 

The term Indo-Roman trade is used synonymously with Indian Ocean Trade 
in this book, which is problematic, because they are different phenomena. 
The book's focus is, more accurately, Indo-Roman trade in the context of 
Indian Ocean Trade, including the Red Sea trade. It investigates Rome's 
trade with India using evidence from the Red Sea, east Africa, south Arabia, 
the Persian Gulf and, of course, India from the first century BC to the seventh 
century AD. One of the useful contributions of the book is an emphasis on 
evidence from all of these areas to provide a more complex account of Indo
Roman trade. Older studies tended to emphasise evidence of a Roman nature 




